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Registered No. 48839

This document contains certain forward-looking statements within the meaning

of the United States Private Securities Litigation Reform Act 1995 with respect to
certain of the Group’s plans and its current goals and expectations relating to its
future financial condition and performance. By their nature, forward-looking
statements involve risk and uncertainty because they relate to future events and
circumstances, including UK domestic and global economic and business conditions,
market related risks such as interest rate and exchange rate risks, the policies and
actions of regulatory authorities and the impact of competition, a number of which
are beyond the Group’s control. As a result, the Group’s actual future results may
differ materially from the plans, goals and expectations set forth in the Group’s
forward-looking statements. For a discussion of some of the factors that may

cause actual future results and developments to differ materially from these
forward-looking statements, see Risk factors on page 59.
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